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WHY?
P R O V I D E  S T U D E N T S  W I T H  A  
R A N G E  O F  E X P E R I E N C E S  
T H A T  W I L L  E N H A N C E  T H E I R  
L E A R N I N G

We focus on 8 key concepts:

1. Diversity

2. Conflict resolution

3. International citizenship

4. Human rights

T O  R A I S E  A W A R E N E S S  F O R  
S T U D E N T S  O F  T H E I R  
N A T I O N A L  A N D  
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I D E N T I T Y

5. Interdependence

6. Social justice

7. Sustainable 

development

8. Values and perceptions



• China exchange (Shunde/HK) (repeated exchanges for 4 

years between the schools Oct/Jan)

• Spanish Exchange (Murcia) for 4 years. We have visited 

once so far.- with further visits planned, 

• Collaborative project with Highfield Primary & Hazelwood 

Junior School (inc teacher development) Ongoing since 

Spring 2018

• Russian Summer school – launching Summer 2019



Performing Arts trip to New York

Geography trip to Sicily

6th form trip to Barcelona

Year 7  trip to Boulogne (150 students)

French Mountain Adventure trip 

Christmas market trip to Lille

Ski Trips to Montgenvre/Sestriere

Trip to Iceland (Blue lagoon)



CHINESE & BRITISH EXCHANGES

20 students and 4 staff are in Hong Kong right now!



Students and staff experience the culture and everyday 
life with a host family in Shunde, school activities 
including formal lessons and extra curricular 
activities and then on to Hong Kong. 

CHINESE & BRITISH EXCHANGES



Students and staff flew to Murcia to spend a week in San 

Vicente de Paul school in Murcia. 

Students and staff stayed in host families and they had the opportunity to 

attend lessons as well as participate in activities to enhance their knowledge 

of Spanish culture and their educational system.



They organised their own Spanish-England Olympic 

games and the local TV came to witness it! 



22 students from Y9, 10 and 11 
participated in a very 
successful exchange with our 
Spanish partner school San 
Vicente de Paul in Murcia 
(Spain). 

In total, 22 students and 3 
teachers came to Winchmore 
from the south east of Spain 
for two days. 



They took part in a variety of activities;  enabling them to 

practise their English and also allowing Winchmore students 

to practice their Spanish skills!

The Spanish students had the opportunity to take part in; 

cooking lessons, rock climbing and trampolining. 



WINCHMORE EXPEDITIONS

2013 Borneo (6 students   1 member of staff

2015 Peru (13 students 1 member of staff)

2017 Ecuador and Galapagos Islands   (7 students 2 members of staff)

2019 Costa Rica ( 3 students 1 member of staff)

The expeditions are organised through Camps International  

They are for 4 weeks in the summer holiday.  They 

involve working with the local communities, wildlife 

conservation and learning local languages.

• In Borneo this was a week-long jungle trek

• In Peru it was a trek to Machu Picchu and Andes

• Ecuador was visit to Galapagos Islands

• In Borneo students helped build a medical centre

• In Peru they helped build  a community centre

• In Ecuador they helped build a school

Students also teach English in the schools 

Students have to try and fundraise their 

costs for the expedition so they have to 

arrange a number of events organised to do 

this. In some cases the older students get 

part time jobs to raise the fares

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCcVFI

Hr46E

Dima Rizk set up her own bracelet making 

company to help fundraise for Borneo trip.  

This has led her to work for UNICEF and she 

has set up her own foundation. Have a look 

at https://dimarizk.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCcVFIHr46E


Last week, we invited two young people who had used an Individual Grant for Volunteering from the Jack Petchey Foundation to 
travel across the world and volunteer in different projects to come for a visit to our head office. Jana and Ethem came to 
have lunch with staff at the Foundation and tell us all about their trips.

Jana, who is currently enrolled on a Masters degree in Marketing at the University of Greenwich, travelled to Ghana with the 
charity ‘Challenges Worldwide’. She spent ten weeks working with a group of volunteers on a project focused on helping 
small businesses to develop and, in turn, help to encourage a sustainable economy for the community.

Jana told us all about her once in a lifetime experience from the food to the people, right down to the public transport. She
reflected on how different the community’s way of life is compared to London. She told us how a 10-mile journey on a bus 
could take up to four hours, but that didn’t matter because everyone was always late and never in as much of a rush as we 
are in London!

When asked why Jana decided to go abroad to volunteer she told us; “It’s a part of personal growth, I had the need to go 
somewhere where the help is needed.” Her work helped to bring businesses confidence and encouraged them to build on a 
clear plan for the future. Aside from her work with them, Jana saw that her presence had an impact on individual lives too. A
lot of the locals have never left their hometown so meeting her made them start to think about other places and what else is 
out there. She told us; “I learned how much impact I can have as an individual on the smaller scale.”

Ethem, who is currently working towards being a pilot, also joined to tell us about his incredible trip to Ecuador. He travelled as 
part of a group of seven volunteers from his school, volunteering for four weeks, working in a different area each week. 
They volunteered with 'Camps International', a grass roots organisation who work with local community projects to ensure 
the volunteering focuses on tasks that will benefit the locals. Each of the leaders knew what the community needed, the 
volunteers were then able to implement these changes.

Their volunteering was split into four weeks, they travelled from a costal jungle, to an Amazonian jungle, to the Galapagos 
Islands and then the Andes! At each destination they worked on a new project such as painting a school, building a toilet, 
constructing a road and even teaching English to a pre-school class. Ethem says his A-Level Spanish came in very handy 
for this!

Ethem loved his trip so much that he created a series of vlogs detailing his many amazing experiences. The experiences he had 
in Ecuador has stayed with him and inspired him to continue travelling the world, helping where he can. He now has plans 
to use his pilot’s license to travel and fly aid to countries in need. Ethem has the confidence to get involved in new projects 
and face new challenges. He told us; “I learnt that if I throw myself into something, I can do it. I’m tougher than I think.”

Being able to sit down with the young volunteers and hear all about their amazing trips was a great experience for us. We love to 
find out how young people benefit from the grants we give out and what it has helped them to learn. We always want to 
know about the trips, experiences and lessons the young people we support have!

Supporting  our students into their future



• Mandarin teaching being 

delivered to Year 6 at one of our 

partner schools

• Spanish teaching project in 

collaboration with one of our 

partner schools

• Hosting a Russian Summer 

school to support students 

learning English 

WHATS NEXT?


